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Exclusive licence to publish 

We need your agreement in writing to publish your article. Please take a moment to read the terms 
of this Agreement, sign it, and return it to us at journals@microbiologysociety.org. 

Article title 

Authors 

Journal 
(select as 
appropriate) 

 

 

 

Microbiology 

Journal of General Virology 

Journal of Medical Microbiology

Copyright 
ownership 
(select as 
appropriate) 

 The Author(s) retain copyright. The clauses set out in this Agreement apply. 
Only the Author(s) need sign the Agreement. 

 The Author(s) is/are acting in the course of their employment and copyright 
rests with the Employer (the Copyright Owner). The clauses set out in this 
Agreement apply. Both the Author(s) and the Copyright Owner must sign the 
Agreement and provide a copyright statement below.

 The Author(s) is/are an employee of the UK, Canadian, or Australian 
Government acting in the course of their employment. Crown Copyright is 
asserted. The clauses set out in this Agreement apply. Only the Author(s) need 
sign the Agreement.  

 The Author(s) is/are an employee of the US Federal Government acting in the
course of their employment. No copyright exists. The Article is in the public 
domain; no licence to publish is required and the clauses set out in this 
Agreement do not apply. 

You warrant that you are authorised to sign on behalf of yourself and in the case of a multi-Authored 
Article, on behalf of all other Authors of the Article. 
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Date:

Signature(s) of Copyright Owner, if relevant 

Date: 

Copyright statement of the Copyright Owner, if relevant:  
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I. In consideration for publication in the Journal named above, you (the Author(s)), grant to 
the Microbiology Society (the Publisher), the exclusive right and licence to produce, publish, 
sell, distribute and make available, and to further sub-licence your Article, including the 
abstract, prepared by you, for the full legal term of copyright and any renewals thereof 
throughout the world in all languages and in all formats, and through any medium of 
communication now known or later conceived or developed.

II. You warrant that the Article is your original work, has not previously been published, and is 
not currently under consideration by another journal. If it contains material which is 
someone else’s copyright, you warrant that you have obtained the unrestricted permission 
of the copyright owner (please attach evidence of this) and that the material is clearly 
identified and acknowledged within the Article. You also warrant that the Article does not 
contain anything which is defamatory, illegal, or infringes anyone’s copyright or other rights. 
You agree to indemnify us against any claims in respect of the above warranties and this 
indemnity shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

III. You assert your Moral Right to be identified as the Author(s). We will respect your rights as 
the Author(s). That is, we will make sure that your name(s) is/are always clearly associated 
with the Article, and we will not make any substantial change to your Article without 
consulting you. When the Article is accepted, we undertake to publish it as soon as we 
reasonably can. On publication, we will send you a free digital copy. We will take all 
reasonable steps to maximise the visibility of the Journal, and of your Article within it.

IV. Copyright remains yours, and we will acknowledge this in the copyright line which appears 
on your Article. However, you authorise us to act on your behalf to defend your copyright if 
anyone should infringe it, and to retain half of any damages awarded, after deducting our 
costs.

V. You retain the right to use your own Article, provided you give full acknowledgement of the 
published original, as follows, as long as this does not conflict with our business:

a. You may use or deposit a copy of the version of your article incorporating changes 
made during peer review (the “Accepted Manuscript”) to a free public institutional 
or subject repository, immediately after first publication in the Journal and make 
this available under a CC-BY licence. Such copy must include the following notice:
© [name of Author(s), year]. The definitive peer reviewed, edited version of this 
article is published in [name of Journal, volume, issue, year, DOI].

b. You may use a copy of the final published version of your article (the “Version of 
Record”), in whole or in part, for internal education or other purposes of your own 
institution or company.

c. You may use the Version of Record, in whole or in part, as the basis for your own 
further publications, including theses, or spoken presentations.

VI. We will keep the information you have provided for record purposes; you permit your name 
and address to be reproduced in the Journal and on indexing and abstracting and 
bibliographic services. Your details will not be used for any other purpose.

VII. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect to its 
subject matter. No amendment or modification of any provision of this Agreement shall be 
valid or binding unless made in writing and signed by all parties.

VIII. This Agreement shall be deemed to be a contract made in England and shall be construed 
and applied in all respects in accordance with English law and the parties submit and agree 
to the jurisdiction of the English courts.
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